Strategy Sheet

Subtracting from Multiples of 10 or “9’s +1”

Please share the strategy below with your students when subtracting from whole hundreds (or any multiple of 10).  Many students have difficulty regrouping when subtracting from zeros, this strategy eliminates the need to subtract from “zero’s” by “using what you know” ( 

Given the equation:    
500



                 -321       
Do you agree that 500 is the same as 499 + 1?  You should!

Knowing this you can then replace the 500 with 499 +1.






   499 + 1

500
         500
               -  321                   
   -321  

Notice that when subtracting from 499 the students does not need to regroup.  The only thing they need to remember to do is to add back in the 1.



499 + 1


       - 321

                           178 + 1 = 179
Therefore,  500 – 321 = 179 ✓

REMEMBER this strategy is efficient when subtracting from any multiple of 10.  1000 becomes 999 + 1, 40 becomes 39 + 1 etc.

NAME:_________________________________ Date 

Calculate the difference using the strategy “9’s + 1” .
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500 600 700
-321 -315 - 238
800 600 500
- 349 - 299 -125

900
- 678

700
-375
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